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Overview and reasoning: 

I recognize that many of you may have different learning styles, so I have been trying to find a way to let you 

engage with the material in a way that allows you to use one of the most important aspects of being human: 

Imagination. In that vein, the main project for this class will be an unessay, a project which allows you to engage 
with the material in any way you see fit. 

 

Why: 

Creativity is at the heart of what makes us human (see The Human Spark by Agustin Fuentes). Imagination and 

creativity allow us to find answers to problems in unique ways. Even if 1,000 people looked at the same issue, you 

bring a unique and distinctive view to the question based on your personal lived experiences. However, and quite 

sadly, creativity has been mostly “educated out” of us (see Out of Our Minds: Learning to be Creative by Ken 

Robinson for more on this). This is an experiment in a different way of letting you explore the class materials and 

topics in a way that is salient to your own goals in college (which are most likely different than mine!). 

 
Pros: 

You can choose your own topic (but must focus on some aspect of Anthropology)! You can present it how you 

please (written word, illustrations, music, video, etc.)! You can work in groups (max of 5) or on your own! If you 

are working with at least one other person, then you are considered a group. 

 

What: 

Over the first few weeks of class think about a topic of relevance to the course that you think is interesting, 

important, and relevant to you. In other words, you can choose your own topic as long as it can be associated with 

the course material. Then, you figure out how you want to present it. It can be a standard research paper if you wish 

(in fact, if I were taking this class I might go that route…) or something very different. Some possible examples: 

• Make a music video about human evolution, primate behavior, etc. (look on YouTube for examples…) 

• Recreate an ancient technology like stone tools, wooden spears, etc. 

• Make a series of songs (like a musical or opera) 

• Write a play 

• Create a series of cartoons or a comic book that illustrates something associated with this class 

• Watercolor/painting/charcoal artwork 

• Write a longform essay on a subject (designer babies, ape personhood, eugenics) that you post to a sharing 

site 

• Create a website/Wik about the topic 

• Collect specific data and analyses/present it in a unique way 

• Make a series of Buzzfeed style listicles (with a clickbaity headline!) 

• Embroidery, knitting project 

• Do a book review of a nonfiction or fiction book related to the class 

• An interview and discussion with someone 

• Examples of other mediums include sculptures, games, lesson plans, infographics, newspapers, vlogs, 

podcasts, etc. 

• Regular essay/research paper (if doing regular essay, then be sure to follow 

https://www.deanza.edu/faculty/cruzmayra/basicessayformat.pdf for Basic Essay Format) 

 

 

 

https://marckissel.netlify.com/post/on-the-unessay/
https://www.deanza.edu/faculty/cruzmayra/basicessayformat.pdf
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Final Project Submission (including a Reflective Essay) 

When you submit your project include a short explanatory essay (‘Reflective Essay’) that explains what you did, 

why you did it, how you went about producing the Unessay, and what you learned in the process of making your 

project. If you chose to do a standard essay/paper this can be your place to be more open about the process you 

used to create the piece. This statement should be 2 pages long (double-spaced). If working in a group (max of 5), 

everyone should submit their own Reflective Essay that reflects their personal views on the project. 

 

Grading the Unessay 

The success and assessment of this project is based on how effective and compelling you are (see this post by Ryan 

Cordell for more). Effectiveness is seen in having the Unessay be readable/watchable/viewable/ listenable in an 

easy and attractive way. Compelling means that the topic is complete, interesting, and honest. Meeting these 

criteria is a lot easier if you pick a subject of interest to you. 

It will be graded on various criteria: 

1. All three deadlines met (total of 15 points) 

o February 6, 2020: Topic (with clear synopsis and plan) and Groups (max of 5, if working in a 

group) for Unessay finalized 

o March 27, 2020: Unessay Evaluation #1 
o April 28, 2020: Unessay Evaluation #2 

2. The full synopsis is well-written and shows clear thought and a plan (5 points) – due February 6, 2020 

o What is your topic, and why did you choose it?; How are you planning to present your topic and 

why?; What do you need to learn more about in order to complete this project? 

3. Unessay class video presentation (total of 30 points) – due on April 28, 2020 at 10:35 AM 

o You will produce a video presentation. Your grade is also contingent upon commenting on 3 other 

student presentations (due on May 1, 2020 at 11:59 PM). Video presentations will be posted on 

Blackboard. You will submit your presentation in 2 places: 1) Under “Unessay Video Presentation” 

(content > assignments > unessay), and 2) Under the Discussion “Comments on Unessay 
Presentations” 

o Presentation Guidelines (should be a minimum of 6-7 minutes long) 

▪ Introduction – summarize your project’s purpose and medium 

▪ Goals (Objectives) & Constraints 

▪ Challenges – Both expected and encountered 

▪ Demo – Show your project 

▪ Accomplishments/What you learned – Which objectives did you meet? Which ones weren’t 

you able to meet in the time provided? What did you learn from completing the project? 

▪ Future Work – Will you continue with your project in any form? If so, how? 

4. The content and delivery of the Unessay, and Reflective Essay (total of 100 points): 
o See this great example by Emily Suzanne Clark for more on this rubric. 

o Final project (includes final product & Reflective Essay) due on April 30, 2020. 

o You should also include (if possible) photos of your process with the project, whether of stages of 

creating an artifact, or outtakes from filming, etc. You will save this as one document (e.g., PDF, 

PowerPoint, Word doc, etc.). 

5. For group projects (max of 5 people), evaluations will be part of your grade, calculated using Harris et al. 

2008. Group projects consist of at least 2 people. 

o If you work in a group and do not submit your evaluations, then your grade may be reduced by 

50%. 
o However, everyone must still fill out the evaluations, even if you are working alone. These are used 

to track progress on the assignment. 

http://s17tot.ryancordell.org/assignments/unessays/
http://s17tot.ryancordell.org/assignments/unessays/
https://esclark.hcommons.org/the-unessay/
http://iacis.org/iis/2008/S2008_903.pdf
http://iacis.org/iis/2008/S2008_903.pdf

